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"Web Pages as Teaching Tools, I" 
Lourdes T. Tolosa 
Concordia College 
The World Wide Web (WWW) is a 
mysterious realm for many of us. 
However, every day, educators as well 
as students are presented with learning 
opportunities that can only be found 
using technology. Each minute, we be-
come more aware of the possibilities 
that we have if we know how to use the 
web and how to work with it. 
Because of the reasons above, last 
Summer I decided to create a web page 
for my college students to use in begin-
ning courses. During the last two se-
mesters I have asked my students to 
go to the web page to research specific 
topics as a part of the course syllabus. 
The following are some specific ques-
tions of interest to us all: 
1. Why should I incorporate the 
web in my classroom? 
Using the web allows students to be inde-
pendent and active learners. E~ery_ student 
in the classroom looks for specific mforma-
tion that will be exchanged or discussed 
with a partner or as a large group. Sin~ 
1902, when Dewey's experimental_ scho<;>l 
at the University of Chicago made 1t clear 
that people learn better wi~ hands-on activi-
ties there has been a continuous effort to , . 
help students be in as much duect contact 
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1. (cont.) 
with the subject being studied as possible: 
Personal experience helps students to retain 
knowledge, internalize conceJJ!s and_ become 
enthusiastic about the process m which~ 
have total control. The Internet and the 
WWW help educators to present students 
with "real" material. By "real" material I 
mean the material that, as Dewey wrote in his 
book The School and Society in 1902, "gives 
[students] experience at first hand; it brings 
[students] into contact with realities." 
(Dewey, 22). When studying a foreign lan-
guage, numbers of my students are not aware 
of many obvious realities that people in other 
countries face every day. This "real" material 
helps the students find "real" answers to pro-
blems posed by the instructor or another stu-
dent. With a "real" problem at hand, the stu-
dents will have a genuine motive to search 
the net. 
Getting students to search the Internet is a 
fairly easy task. First of all, our students are 
lured pretty easily to computers and the web. 
Secondly, because by posing a problem to 
the students for which they can only get the 
information on line, the educator is challeng-
ing them to experience an unknown area, and 
to learn by focusing on finding an answer for 
what they need, and not on learning how to 
use the computer. Focusing on the objective 
of a search rather than on using computers 
can decrease the level of anxiety a student 
might have, especially in the realm of adult 
education. Being literate in computers, or at 
least being unafraid of working with them, is 
a key element for the present and the future. 
Educators should bring the computer and the 
technology to the students so all the students 
are relaxed while learning and working with 
the new technology. Once the students learn 
how to work with the Internet and feel 
comfortable enough doing it on their own, 
1 (cont.) 
we have achieved what the ancient Chinese 
proverb so wisely professes: "Give a man a 
fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach a 
man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime." 
What having fed these students for a life-
time means to us as educators is that we have 
given them a tool to work with, and have 
allowed them their right to learn how to 
be critical thinkers and decide how they want 
to solve the problems that learning a foreign 
language poses; This freedom to think is 
invaluable because it gives the students the 
opportunity to grow and mature. Paulo 
Freire, a well-known Brazilian educator 
writes, in his 1970 book Pedat:Q&Y of the 
Oupressed, that we must help students think 
for themselves and liberate students from 
those educators who treat them as empty 
vessels into which the educator's authorita-
tive knowledge should be poured. Education 
should "consist of acts of cognition, [and] 
not in transferal of information." (69). This 
is what the Internet does for students and 
their teachers. Rather than being only a 
lecturer or the one with the answers, the 
educator becomes a learner as well as a 
teacher, and an academic partnership is 
created between the students and the teachers. 
2. How much do I need to know 
about computers to be able to incor-
porate the WWW in my classroom? 
You do not need to be an expert in compu-
ters or the web to use it as a classroom tool. 
You can make a very simple web page or a 
very complex one, depending on how com-
fortable you feel working with it. There are 
some educators who include their syllabi, 
some post lecture materials, and some create 
a forum for student discussion on their web 
page. However, still others search the net 
for useful sites for their students and make 
links to these sites. This saves students' 
time and it helps to direct them more pur-
posefully to where they can find useful 
material. When a web page is created, the 
author can choose to make it so that it has 
links externally to the WWW or so that it 
only has internal link&. The difference be-
tween these to possibilities is that the former 
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is less restrictive ~d the students can end up 
playing around on the net rather than search-
ing it for the specific topic they need to re-
search. The latter, even though more restric-
tive could be advisable for certain age levels 
or groups of students. With a web page that 
only has links within itself, it is easier for 
you and for your students to find the kind of 
material that you are indeed trying to locate. 
The Net, Reality, and 
Motivation! 
"When studying a foreign 
language, numbers of my 
students are not aware of 
the many obvious realities 
that people in other coun-
tries face every day. This 
''real" material helps stu-
dents find ''real" answers 
to problems posed by the 
instructor or another stu-
dent. With a "real" pro-
blem at hand, the students 
will have a genuine mo-
tive to search the net. 
Student-Teacher Partner-
ships! 
"Rather than being only a 
lecturer or the one with 
the answers, the educator 
becomes a learner as well 
as a teacher, and an aca-
demic partnership is 
created between the stu-
dents and the teachers." 
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